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What were your results?

How other countries mark secondary school exams

democratization of education

has Jed to a vast increase in
the numbers of pupils in upper
secondary generai education, and
the numbers leaving with a gual-
fication are continuing to rise.
Moreover, the ever-growing needs
of training have gradually altered
the social role of the school leav-
ing certificate: nowadays, the end
of upper secondary education
represents less the moment of
entry to working life than the
transition to higher education,

Given the individual tradi-
tions of each education system in
relation to assessment, the condi-
tions for the award of diplomas or
certificates at this level of educa-
tion vary from country to coun-
try. There are also differences
between countries as regards the
role and Importance of these
qualifications for purposes of
entry 10 higher education. How-
ever, with the present increasing
mobility of students in higher
education, the problem of the
recognition of qualifications aris-
es in all countries. As freedom of
movement of students becomes a
reality in the European Union, it
is increasingly necessary to.Jden-
tify ¢learly the criteria on which
certification is based,

]:n ail the EU countries, the

Conditions for the award of
upper secondary general
education qualifications
Assessment procedures and certi-
fication at the end of upper sec-
ondary education divide alony
two main lines ~ whether exami-
nations are set, and whether the
teacher has sele responsibility
for these. The table (below right)
iiusteales the variety of sitea-
tions.

Most countries have estab-
lished systems of external assess-
ment at the end of upper sec-
ondary general education, with six
exceplions - Belgium, Greece, Ico-
land, Portugal, Spain and Sweden.

In Belgium, Greece ard Ice.
land, certificates are granted on
the responsibility of the teachers
in the school attended by the
pupil. The teachers take inte
account the work done during the
year, together with the results
obtained in the reguiar written
and oral tests and In the final
examinations which they set. In
Greece, the final decision on
granting the qualification lies
with the teachers’ council. In Bel-
gium,! the certificates require
official recognition by a homolo-
gation committee, In Portugal?
Spain and Sweden, the award of a
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certificate depends solely on the
pupil’s work during the year and
there is no final examination.

Organization of external
final examinations

It the other countries, it is usual-
iy the Ministry of Education or
some other educational body
which has direct responsibility
for setting the external (public)
exarinations at the end of upper
secondary general education. In
the Netheriands, the ministry
prescribes the criteria and the
subjects to be covered, the actual
preparation being undertzken by
a national committee of experts
and a specialist centre. In Ger-
many, uniform examination
requirements have been pre-
scribed jointly by all the Linden
In Austria, regulations prescribe
the organization of the examina-
tion and the common curricula
determine the content of the
examinations for the whole coun-
try In Austria and in most of the
German Linder, exam questions
are submitted by the schools to
the authorities. In the United
Kingdom, the examinations are
sel by independent examining
bodies (called varijously board,
group or councily, each of which
sets its own papers; for each sub-
ject, schools enter their pupils for
the examinations of the examin-
ing body of their choice. In Fin-
land, the Ministry of Education
appoints a national examination
board which sets, carrects and
assesses the examinations,

In most countries, the exter-
nal final examinations include
both written and oral parts,
except in [reland and the United
Kingdem, where Uey ave only in
written form with the exception
of modern languages. Oral exam-
inations are generally taken
hefore a teacher from the schoo}
and an external moderator. Writ-
ten examinations are marked by
an gutside board or by the teach.
ers under the supervision of
external examiners (freland). In
Austria, the examinations are
held under the supervision of an
external chairman. In Germany,
pupils take the Abitur examina-
tions in the school before an
examining board which includes
representatives of the relevant
ministry, the teachers and the
head teacher.

n the United Kingdom, pupils
have freedem of choice as 1o both
the subjects and the number of
subjects they sit. In certain coun-
tries, a minimum number of sub-
jects must be taken - four in Aus-
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tria, Germany and Finland, five
inlIreland and seven in the
Netherlands. At least some of
these may be chosen by pupils
from a list of those availabie. In
Denmark, France, Luxembourg
anti Norway, the number of exam-
inations and the subjects in
which they are 1aken are decided
by the education autharities, the
exact group varying according fo
the main and optianal subjects
studied. In Italy, the numbelr of
examinations is determineg by
Jaw (two written and two oral).
‘The education authoriries decide
in which subjects these examina-
tions are to be taken.

External examinations and
award of final qualification
{diploma, certificate, etc.)

in those countries in which exter-
nal examinations are held, the
results may be combined in a
variety of ways with the pupil's
school marks in determining the
award of the final certificate.

In the Netherlands, the final
mark represents the average of
the marks obtained in the nation-
al examination and in the exami-
nations set by the teacher.

In Germany, the upper sec-
ondary certificate Is based on the
resuits obtained in the Abitur
examination and the marks

obtained in a group of subjects
over the last two years.

in Denmark, the Studenterck-
samen certificate includes both
the marks for the year's work and
the examinations marks. The
average js calculated of all the
marks ohtained in the year's
work and & further average is cal-
culated of il the examinations
marks together with the year
marks in those subjects in which
examinations have nol heen
taken.

In Norway, both the final
examination works and the
teacher's overall assessment
appear on the final certificate.

In the United Kingdom, 2 cer-
tificate is given to every pupil

Written or
oral exams,
external or
internal

assessment?

End of upper secondary general education

Certification based on
external, standardized
(public) examinations or
externally supervised

Austria, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Ireland,
Italy, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, Norway,
United Kingdom

Certification based
on internal final
examinations

Beigium, Greece, Iceland

Certification with
no final examinations

Portugal, Spain, Sweden
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External examinations and eward of final quatifications in EU countries
Name of standardized external
COUNTRIES Name of certificate {public} examination
AUSTRIA Reifeprufungszeugnis Reifepriifung
BELGIUM
French Community Certificat de l'enseignement B
secondaire supéricur (CESS)
Flemish Community Diploma van secundair [—
o onderwiys } ) o
DENMARK Bevis for Studentereksamen Studentereksamen
Bevis for Hojere Hejere Forberedelseseksamen
Forberedelseseksamen ) ]
GERMANY Zeugnis der allgemelnen Abjturpriifung
Hochschulreife
GREECE Apolytirio Iykeiou or s
Ptychio lykeiou
FINLAND Yhoppilastutkintotodistus Ylioppilastutkinto
FRANCE Baccalauréat Baccalauréat
IRELAND Leaving Certificate Leaving certificate
examination
ICELAND Stiidentoprofsskirteini —_—
ITALY Diploma di maturita Maturitd
LUXEMBOURG Diplome de fin d'études Examen de fin d’études
' secondaires secondaires
NORWAY Reifepriifungitnemal Eksamen
{fraden videreganendeskole) (fraden videreganendeskole)
NETHERLANDS Voorbereidend Wetenschappelijk | Eindexamen
Onderwijs (VWO)
Hoger Algemeen Yoorigezet
Onderwijs (HAVQ)
PORTUGAL Certificado de fim de Estudos R
Secundarios
SPAIN Bachillerato B —
SWEDEN 3 -
UNITED KINGDOM General Certificate of Education GCE A level examination
England, Wales and Advanced leve}(GCE A Level) and GCE AS examination
Northern Ireland and Advanced .
Supplementary (GCE A 8)
UNITED KINGDOM
Scotland Scottish Certificate of Education Standard Grade and Higher
Grade
Certificate of sixth year
of studies

who reaches the minimum pass
marjk in at Jeast one subject; only
those subjects passed are men-
ttoned, along with the grades
attained in each of those subjects.
In Ireland, all pupils who sit the
examination are given a certifi-
ete; however, entrance to higher
education and employment is
determineg by the grades award-
ed. Class work is not taken into
consideration.

In Haly, only those pupils who
achieve satisfactory results dur-
ing the year are allowed to sit the
Maturfta, on which the award of
the certificate depends.

In France, a minimum overall
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mark must be reached across all
subjects, and the award of the cer-
tificate depends entirely on this.

In Luxembourg, pupils must
in principle abtain 50% of the
possible marks in every subject
in the examination and the
school mivks ohtained during the
year will count for one third of
the final mark as from the exami-
nations held in June 1994,

In Finland, pupils whe pass
the external examination receive
a certificate indjcating the marks
obtained in each subject and the
overall average: provided gener-
ally that they a)so obtain their
upper secondary school-leaving
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certificate which is based on the
marks they receive for their work
in their inal year

Vin the Flemish Community, the
fomelogation pracedure will e abatishod
s from 1995786,

2 Major changes in the system of pupil”

arp fikely to he i in
Porlugat as from 1995/96,
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