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What were your results?
How other countries mark secondary school exams

In a!l the  EU co u n tríe s , the 
dc-mocratization of education 
has )ed to  a vast increase Sn 

the num bers of pupiis in upper 
secondary genera) cducation, and 
the numbers leaving with a guali- 
fication a re  co n tinu íng  to rise. 
Moreover, the ever-growing needs 
of training have gradually alíered 
the sociaJ roíe of the school leav- 
ing certificate: nowadays, the end 
of up p er seco n d a ry  ed u ca tio n  
rep re sen ts  le ss  the m om ent of 
en try  to w ork ing  3ife th an  the 
transition to higher educatiou.

Given th e  individuíU  trad i- 
tions of each education system in 
relaiion to assessm ent, the condi- 
tions for the award of diplomas or 
certificates at tbis JeveJ of educa- 
tion vary iVom country to coun- 
try. T he re  a re  also  d ifferences 
between countries as regaxds the 
ro le  and  im p o r ta n c e  of th e se  
r)un1)ficatio»s for pu rposes  of 
eiiiry to hígher cducation. How- 
ever. with the present increasing 
m obility  of s tu d en ts  in h igher 
ed tica íio n , th e  prob lem  of the 
recognition of qualifications aris- 
es in al) countries. As freedom of 
movement of students becomes a 
reality in the European Union, it 
is increasingly necessary to iden- 
tify clearty the criteria on which 
certification is based.

C o n d itio n s  fo r  tb e  a w a rd  o f  
u p p e r  s e c o n d a ry  g e n e ra l 
ed u c a tio n  q u a l if ic a tio n s  
Assessment procedures and certi- 
fication at the end of upper sec- 
ondary  cducíition div ide nJong 
!wo main lines -  whether exami- 
nations are set, and whether the 
teacher has sole responsib ility  
íor these. Tbe table (be)ow right) 
iliiisli'nles iho vat iety of situa- 
tions.

M ost c o u n tr ie s  have estab- 
lished systems of external assess- 
in e n t a t th e  end o f u p p e r  sec- 
ondary general education, with s k  
excepiions -  Belgium, Greece, lce- 
land, Portugal, Spain and Sweden.

In B elgium , G reece and Ice- 
land. certificates a re  granted on 
the responsibility of the teachers 
in th e  schoo l a tte n d e d  by the 
pup il. T he  te a c h e rs  ta k e  in to  
account the work done during the 
year, to g e th er w ith  the  resu lts  
obtained in  the regu lar w ritten  
and  o ra l te s ts  an d  in the  fina l 
exam inations which they set. In 
G reece , th e  f in a l d e c is lo n  on 
g ran tin g  the  q u a lifica tion  lies 
with the teachers’ council. In Bel- 
g ium ,1 the ce rtif ic a te s  req u ire  
officia) recognition by a homolo- 
gation com m ittee. In Portugal,2 
Spain and Swcden, the award of a

certificate depends soleiy on the 
pupiJ’s work during the year and 
there is no final examination.

O rg a n iz a tio n  o f  e x te r n a l  
fin a l e x a m in a t io n s  
)n the o ther countries, it is usual- 
iy the M in istry  o f Education o r 
som e o th e r  e d u c a tio n a l body 
which has d irec t responsib ility  
for se íting  the external (pubiic) 
exam inations at the end of upper 
secondary general education. In 
the N e th e rlan d s , th e  m in is try  
p rescribes th e  c r i te r ia  and the 
subjects to be covered, the actual 
preparation being undertaken by 
a nationai com m ittee of experts 
and a  specáalist centre. In Ger- 
m any, u n ifo r m  e x a ra in a t ío n  
re q u ire m e n ts  have been  pre- 
scribed jointly by all the Lánder, 
In Austria, regxilations prescribe 
the organizatíon of the examina- 
tion and tbe common cu rricu la 
d e tc rm in e  th e  c o n te n t of th e  
examinations for the whole coun- 
try  In Austria and in most of the 
Cerman  Lander, exam  questíons 
are subm itted  by the schoois to 
th e  a u th o r it ie s . In the U nited 
Kingdom, the exam inations are  
set by indep en d en t exam in ing  
bodies (called variously  board, 
group o r counci)}, each of which 
sets Hs own papers; for each sub- 
ject, schools en ter their pupiis for 
the exam inations of the examin- 
ing body ol' th e ir choice. In Fin- 
land, the M inistry  of Education 
appoints a national examination 
board w hich se ts . co rrec ts  and 
assos.ses the examinations.

In most countries, the exter- 
na) fina l exam inations include 
b o th  w r i t t e n  a n d  o ra ! p a r t s ,  
except in !re)and and the United 
K ingdom, where Ihuy uro unly in 
w ritten form w ith the exception 
of modern languages. Orai exam- 
in a t io n s  a re  g e n e ra lly  ta k e n  
before a íeacher from the school 
and an external moderator. Writ- 
ten exam inations are marked by 
an outside board or by the teach- 
e rs  u n d e r  th e  s u p e rv is io n  of 
external exam iners (íreland). In 
A u stria , th e  ex am in a tio n s  a re  
heid under the supervision of an 
external chairm an. In Germany, 
pupils take the A bitur examina- 
t io n s  in  th e  sch o o l b e fo re  an  
examining board which includes 
rep resen ta tives  of the relevant 
m in istry , the  te ach ers  and  the 
head teacher.

In the United Kingdom, pupils 
have freedom of choice as to both 
the subjec ts and  the num ber of 
subjects they sit. In certain coun- 
tries, a m inim um  num ber of sub- 
jects must be taken -  four in Aus-

tria , G erm any and Finland, ftve 
in  I r e l a n d  a n d  seven  in  Ihe 
N e th e rla n d s . At Jeast some of 
these  m ay be chosen by pupiis 
from a  list of those availabie, In 
D enm ark, France, Luxembourg 
and Norway, the number of exam- 
in a t ío n s  a n d  th e  s u b je c ts  Jn 
which they are taken are decided 
by the education authorities, the 
exact group varyiog according to 
the m ain  and optiona) subjects 
s tud ied , 3n ltaly, the num ber of 
exam inations is determ ined by 
law (two w ritten  and two oral). 
The education authorities decide 
in  which subjects these examina- 
tions are to be taken.

External exarainations and 
award of final qualification 
(diploma, certificate, etc.)
In those countries m which exter- 
n a l ex am inations  are held, the 
r e s u l ts  m ay  be com bined in  a 
varie ty  of ways with the pupii’s 
school m arks in determining the 
award of the final certificate.

In  th e  N eíherlands, the final 
m ark  rep resen ts  the average of 
the m arks obtained in the nation- 
al exam ination and in the exami- 
nations set by the teacher.

In  G erm any, the u pper sec- 
ondary certificate is based on the 
re s u lts  obta ined  in  the A bitu r 
e x a m in a t io n  an d  th e  m a rk s

obtained  in a group of sub jec ts  
over the )ast two years.

In Denmark. the Studenterek- 
sam cn certilicate  includes both 
the marks for the year's work and 
th e  ex a m in a t io n s  m a rk s . T he 
average is ca)cu)aled of a)l the 
m a rk s  o h ta in e d  in th c  ycn r'n  
work anci a furtlier average is cal- 
cu lated  of a)l the exam inations 
m a rk s  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  y ea r  
m arks in those subjects in which 
e x a m in a t io n s  liave no i b ee n  
taken.

In N orw ay , b o th  th e  f in a l  
e x a m in a t io n  w o rk s  a n d  th e  
te a c h e r 'S  o v e ra ll a s s e s s m e n t 
appear on the final certiflcate.

In the United Kingdom, a cer- 
t i f íc a te  is given to every pupi)

Written or 

oral exams, 

e x te rn a I or 

internal 

assessment?

End of upper secondary general education

C ertifica tíon  based  on 
ex te rn a l, s tan d a rd ízed  
(public) exam inations  o r

Austria, Denmark, Finland, 
FYance, Germany, Ireland, 
Italy, LuxembourG,

| ex te rn a ily  superv ised Netherlands, Norway, 
United Kíngdom

! C ertification  based Beígium, Greece, lceland
i on  in te rn a l final
| exam inations
]
j C ertifica tion  w ith Portuga), Spain, Sweden
i no  fina l exam inations
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COONTRIES Name oí ceríificafe
Name of standardized external 
(pubfic! examination

AUSTRIA Reifeprufungszeugnis Reifepriifung

BELGIUM 
Prench Community

Flem ish Community

Certíiícat de 3’enseignement 
secondaire supérieur (CESS) 
Diploma van secundair 
ondcrwys

----------

DENMARK Bevis for Studentereksamen 
Bevis for Hejere 
Forberedelseseksamen

Studentereksamen 
Hejere Forberedelseseksamen

GERMANY Zeugnis der allgemeinen 
Hochschulreife

A biturpriifung

GREECE Apolytirio lykeiou or 
Ptychio lykeiou

FINLAND YiioppiJastutJsintotodistus Ylioppilastutkinto

FRANCE Baccalauréat Baccalauréat

IRELAND Leavíng Certiíicate Leaving certificate 
examination

ÍCELAND S tiid entoprofssk irtein i ----------
ITALV Diploma dj maKiritá M aturitá

LUXEMBOURG Diplöme de fin d'études 
secondaires

Examen de fm d ’études 
secondaires

NORWAY Reifepr ufungitnem al 
(fraden videreganendeskoie)

Eksamen
(fraden videreganendeskole)

NETHERLANDS Voorbereidend Wetenschappelijk 
Onderwijs (VWO)
Hoger Algemeen Voortgezet 
Onderwijs (HAVO)

Eindexamen

PORTUGAL Certíficado de fim de Estudos 
Sccundários

----------

SPAIN Bachillerato

SWEDEN Gymnasiekompetens ----------
UNITED KINGDOM 
Engla«d, Waies and 
N orthern  Ireland

General Certificate of Education 
Advanced levei (GCE A Level) 
and Advanced 
Supplemontary (GCE A S)

GCE A level examination 
and GCE AS examination

UNITED KINGDOM 
Scotland Scottish Certilicate of Education Síandard Grade and Higher 

Grade
Certificate of sixth year 
ofstudies

who reaches the m inim uin pass 
mark in  at least one subject; only 
those sub jec ts  passed a re  mcn- 
tio n ed , a long  w ith  th e  g rad es  
attained in each ofthose subjects. 
In Ireland, ali pupils who sií the 
exam ination  are given a certifi- 
cnln; howcvcr, cnlrnncc io hijíhci' 
e d u c a tio n  and  em p loym en t is 
determ ined by the grades award- 
ed. C lass work is not taken into 
considcration.

3 n Jtaiy, only those pupils who 
achieve satisfactory resuits dur- 
ing (he year are allowed to sit the 
M aturitá, on which the award of 
ihe certificate depends.

in  France, a minimum overall

m ark must be reached across all 
subjects, and the award of the cer- 
tificate depends entirely on this.

In Luxembourg, pupils m ust 
in  p rin c ip le  ob la in  S0% of th e  
possible m arks in  every subject 
in  th e  e x a m in a t io n  a n d  th e  
sclioo! iii;irl<s <ili!;iiiic(i durin;; thc 
year wiil count for one th ird  of 
the final mark as from the exami- 
nations heJd in June 1994.

?n F in land. ptipils who pnss 
íhe external examination receive 
a certificate indicating the m arks 
obtained in each subject and the 
overali average: provided gener- 
ally th a t they also  ob ta in  th e ir  
upper secondary sciiool-leaving

certificate which is based on the 
marks they receive for the ir work 
in th e ir  final year.

! íii tbe  flemish Community, Ihe

pfOCCíiufC w itl lítí ;il!iíÍ!.sh[:{l 

as ffom 1995/96.

1 M ajo i  c iianges in the sysiem  o( pupil' 

ossessrrient aro tikoly to hc introdijcctí in 

Ponugat as ftom 1995/96,

..'tJ

Vocati
Diffi
sim

Com parativ 
vocationa 
tem s in  tl 

S tates all em ph 
great diversity 0 
given tha t they 
w ithin th e ir  ow 
specific, ecoiioi 
p o li t ic a l  e n v ír  
means in tu rn  th 
the M ember Sta 
the ac tual proc< 
and reforming ti' 
also very díffcrc 
place w ith in  th» 
ex isting  systen-, 
p ro b le m s  w h i 
addressed are oft<

The debates 
Slates during reo 
seemed to concen
•  Ensuring that 
c ien t places for 
particuJariy  in 
o the r a lte rn an c  
schemes.
• The relationshi; 
tional education i 
general educatioi
•  The developtm 
tions to ensure a 
ing of the skill li 
labour force, and 
to thc needs of th'
•  M easures for t 
pnrlicularly I h e ) 
ployed.
•  The 'in te rnatii 
'Europeanization 
The dcbafe seem: 
acterized by cons 
ila r  types of m< 
achievement of t 
for example mor 
for indiv idual t; 
and organizatio  
between educati 
in s titu tions/o rf 
companies; decet 
enlarging tiie rol- 
slbilities of the s> 
training.

In a short artt 
sib le  to deal in 
these elcments, I 
altempts to repoi 
onacross-coum i . 
measures and tli 
debate ín Memb<

T ra in in g  o f  yo 
ap p re n tic e sh i i  
The discussion i 
nf Community a 
leve) on th e  re  
apprentlceshipt 
tems reílects ma 
a number of Mer

The num ber 
apprenticeships
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