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Heilbrigdis og Trygginganefnd
Aipingis.

Nefndasvic,
POrshamii v/ Templarasund

Reykjavil 0. mars 1687,

Hattvirtur formadur Heilbrigsis og Trygginganefndar.

Sendum your hér med, 64ru sinni titogur vardandi,
Frumvarp tit laga um réttindi sjiklinga , en Lifsvog sendi ytarlegar
tilldgur 1 aprit 19986.

Lifsvog leggur til.

i1kafla, 2 malsgrein um Skilgreiningar.

Varbdandl visindarannsokn, bastist vié malsgiein,
Hvers konar tiiraunir il einresidunar, svokaliadrar kionunar skulu bannasar & islandi.

Vib | kafla 3. grein um Casdi heitbrigdisbiénustu, er enn ad finna orfalagid " sem
sambzeriiegasta” en Lifsvog telur siikt ek eiga heima , i nitima bidnusiu bar
sem akvedna geedastadia , er i raun aé finna a hinum ymsu svibum pjénusiunnar,
hwad varbar abferdafra=si, sem og magn beirrar bjénusiu sem er | bodi.

Gasbastadla islenskrar heilbrigdishjénusiu, barf hi6 Ryrsta a6 samraema proun

& alpjoslegum vettvangl, einnig gefur slikt ad sjaifsdgbu migulega & hinu naudsyniega
endurmali kerfisins innan fra.

¥id 19 grein ¥ kafla frumvarpsins um Forgangsrédun, beetist vid sidusty malsgrein.
" og eftir atvikum 68rum faglegum forsendum. med heildarhagsmuni siiklinga i

landinu a6 ieibarljosi.: Starfandi sjiitkiingafélog , tilnefni hverju sinni bria fulliraa sina tii
starfa med ékvisrunaradilum um forgangsrodun.

Lifsvog leggur &,
A, 21 grein frumvarpsing breyiist i 1i8 A og lia B.
fidur A. Abvrgs heilbrigdisstarfsmanna , @ medferd sjiklings.

Lzeknar og heilbrigdissiarfsmenn er hera abyrgd & medferd sjuklings, skulu hverju sinni

vera hasfir 1l peirra starfa, s.s. hafa hiofid {ilskiidar vakianviidir
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Hospital Error Frequency Underestimated

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Doctors, nurses, and hospital administrators may be making more errors
than previously reported, says a now study. And rescarchers say those misiakes may have serious
implications for palient care, '

Health care providers identificd an adverse event in 480 {45.8%) of the 1,047 patients (in the
study)... in 185 patients (17.7%), the adverse event was serious; (his ranged from tethporary
physical disability io denth,” say a team of rescarchers led by Prol. Lori Andrews at the
Chicago-Kent College of Law.

A previous study condueted by Harvard U niversity had estimated the raie of serious hospital care
error al just 3.7%, '

The new study was conducted by a team of researchers who spent nine months following siaft at
an unidentificd American Jarge urban (eaching hospital. Their findings were published in this
weeks' issue of the British journal, The [ancet,

The rescarchers tocused on two intensive care units (1CU s) and one surgical cars Hoor within the
hospral, and attended physicians' rounds, nursing-shifi changes, case conferences, and other
mectings where errors and examples of " nappropriate care" might be discussed.

The rexearchers write about some specific examples of errors in patient care. One was the failure
ol staft to order drug tosicity tests, leadin g to inadvertent drug overdosing. Another was the
fuilure to quickly diagnose a case of appendicitis simply beeause a blood test had not been
ordered for Lhe patient,

Study authors point out that although radition pluaces the most important hospital relationship as
doctor-patient, the highest pereentage of errors occurred not during surgery (10.5% of errors), but
in "monitoring and daily care,” when 28.3% ol mistakes weTe made,

Patients in ICUs were much more 1 kely to run into a hospital mistake leading 1o serious
complications thin those olsewhere. Researchers say that "54.8% of patients who were inan 1L
at some time during their stay had a serious initial evert com pared with 38, 1% of those who were
neverin an 1KLL

The longer the hospital stay, the greater the risk of an error in care oceurting, "The likelihood of
A \ . ol

experiencing an adverse event increased about 6% for each day ol hospital stay," write the

authots,
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But factors such as ethnicily, sex, age, and type of medical insurance did not put patients at
increased risk for "adverse events,” according to the study.

Over a third of the mistakes made could be traced to individuals. But 6% of errors were duc to
misundersiandings between hospital stalT members, And administrative errors or delays, often
feading 10 "unavailable equipment or inadequate staffin 8," were behind another 10% of patient
care oversights.

Rescarchers admit that even these resulls may underestimate the amount of SCHOUS errors
occurring in hospitals. They note that they were restricted 1o hearing about staff blunders in
official settings, *Additional discussions, pertiaps about other adverse events, doubticss oceurrd
i more casual settings, such as the cafeterta, and at other times ® they say.

Iinaily. study authors point out that paticnts may nol be as litigation-prone as commonly belicved,
"ven though 17.7% of patients had scrious adverse events duri ng their care, and adverse cvents
fed to longer hospital slays and, thus, increased costs to paticnls, onfy 13 patients of the 1,047

total patients (1.2%) made claims " they explain. Of those 13 suits, 3 were successful, 8 were
dropped, and 2 cases are still pending,

The study authors hope their lindings "provide the starting point for proactive error-prevention,
thus improving clinical teaching and the quality of care.” SOURCK: The Lancet
{1997:349:309.313)
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