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DearlSigrun,
i

Thanj< you for your inquiry on how justices ofthe U.S. Supreme Court are appoinied.
The fprmal procedure, as stated inthe U.S. Constitution, is straightforward. The
president nominates an adult U.S. citizen to be a justice and sends this nomination to
the sbnate. The Senate then must confirm themomination by majority vote, or else the
nominee does not become a justice.

In practice, the Senate generally holds hearings on Supreme Court nomineesi before a
formal vote is taken. These hearings take place before the Senate Judiciary ,
Com(nittee. This gives people who are either for or against the nomination an
oppojrtunity to testify on the fithess of the nominee to be a justice. Those who testify
are irjivited by the Judiciary Committee to do so. Then the Committee votes oh the
nomihee and recommends to the entire Senate that the nominee either be cohfirmed or
rejected. The full Senate then votesrto confirm the nomination or to reject it. :
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In some cases, there is no dispute about a nominee and the process proceeds

smoothly and expeditiously. In other cases, the nominee may be controversisl, and the
Sena‘;e hearings may last a long time and attract much media attention.

| hopefa this information is helpful to you.

Sincﬁlrel , | ‘
U }v A & | ;'
Olaf Korth Otto, Il | =
Chief, Economic/Commercial Section
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Ameriska sendiraid.

Vardandi fyrirspurn um hvernig démarar i haestarétti i Bandarikjunum eru skipadir.
Formlegur framgangur, eins og stendur i stjérnarskrd Bandarikjanna, er hreinn og beinn.
Forsetinn tilnefnir fullordinn bandariskan einstakling til ad verda domari og sendir tilnefningu
sina til 6ldungadeildarinnar. Oldungadeildin parf sidan ad stadfesta tilnefninguna med
meirihluta atkvaeda, annars verdur sa tilnefndi ekki domari.

I framkvzemd, b4 er 6ldungadeildin yfirleitt med yfirheyrslu yfir peim sem tilnefndir eru, 4dur
en ad formleg atkvadagreidsla fer fram. Pessi yfirheyrsla fer fram fyrir framan
démarastéttarnefnd 6ldungardeildarinnar. Petta gefur f6lki, sem er annad hvort med eda 4
moti peim sem tilnefndir eru, teekifaeri til pess ad bera vitni um faerni peirra sem tilnefndir eru
til pess ad verda domarar. Peir sem bera vitni er bodid af domarastéttarnefndinni til pess ad
gera pad. Sidan greidir nefndin peim sem tilnefndir eru atkvaedi og maelir sidan med ad kjor
pess sem sem tilnefndur er verdi annad hvort stadfest eda hafnad. Oldungadeildin greidir
sidan atkvaedi til pess ad stadfesta kjor pess sem tilnefndur er eda til pess ad hafna honum.

I sumum tilfellum er enginn dgreiningur um pann sem tilnefndur er, og ferlid heldur afram
fyrirhafnarlaust. I 60rum tilfellum, sa sem tilnefndur er getur verid umdeildur, pa getur
yfirheyrsla 6ldungardeildarinnar stadid i langan tima og vakid mikinn dhuga fjolmidla.



