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Honourable Chair, dear Colleagues! 

 

A decade and a half ago Speakers of the world convened here, in 

the headquarters of the UN, at the outset of the Millennium Summit. How 

has the world fared since?   

The Millennium Goals were very ambitious and I must admit that 

the results are in many ways encouraging. The number of people living 

in extreme poverty has been reduced by half, 90% of children in 

developing countries are attending primary school, the likelihood of a 

child dying before the age of five nearly reduced by half, while the 

maternal mortality ratio has dropped by 45 %. At the same time, 

antiretroviral therapy for HIV-infected people has saved an estimated 6.6 

million lives, and another estimated 3.3 million people saved from 

malaria! 

The Global Peace Index for 2014 was stable with four out of nine 

geographical regions experiencing improvement in peace.  Yet we 

witness terrible human tragedies in various parts of the world, some 

caused by nature – but too many caused by man! It is worth noting that 

the overwhelming part of the atrocities committed are caused by civil 

wars, but not by wars between nations! 

Conflicts and wars cause immense human pain and suffering; not 

only during the time of conflict but no less in post-conflict periods.  More 

people are now displaced - or driven from their homes - than ever before 

since World War II. It is interesting to note that 2/3 of asylum seekers in 

Europe are from three relatively small countries in state of conflict or 

post-conflict.   

The challenges Europe is confronting, in terms of asylum seekers 

and the human misery it has caused, has to be tackled at Its source; with 

increased international aid to countries in crisis, and tireless efforts in 

conflict prevention. That, however, does not deprive the prosperous 

countries of Europe of shouldering its responsibilities in assisting and 

welcoming those who are in need and have been forced to leave their 

homelands. 

The world is not in a perfect state, far from it, but we have 

progressed and I allow myself to be optimistic.  Conflicts must be 

prevented as possible with diplomatic means, and I would like to 

underline the importance of parliamentary diplomacy. 
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Parliaments do play an important and active domestic role in 

supervising the executive and international parliamentary assemblies 

and venues have an equally important role in supervising the 

international organizations.  We are the elected representatives of the 

people and we must ensure that the will of the peoples of the world 

prevails. 

I am therefore particularly pleased to see that the tireless efforts 

and the initiative of our organization and its leaders; the President of the 

IPU, Hon. Chowdhury, the IPU Secretary General Mr. Chungong and his 

able staff has resulted in parliaments’ role being included in the draft 

Declaration of the UN Summit on the SDGs. 

 

Results of a global survey by UNDP showed that an honest and 

responsive government came second in a list of priorities; after good 

education and before e.g. access to clean water.  Parliaments are, as we 

should all be aware of, the cornerstone in ensuring good governance and 

the role of parliaments in policymaking is vital to fulfilling the wishes of 

the peoples of the world. 

Half of peoples of the world are women and women’s rights to 

equal opportunities in political and public life should be beyond dispute.  

We must strive for gender equality.  Gender equality is a question of 

basic human rights that we must all respect. 

We are the elected representatives of the people, and our mission 

is to build the world the people want, placing democracy at the service of 

peace and sustainable development. 

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to my Colleagues in the 

Preparatory Committee and to the President of the IPU and the 

Secretary General and his staff for excellent cooperation and for making 

this event a reality. 

Thank you for your attention! 

  

 

 


